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©HE DBGO^ATQ^ AND FU^NISHE^. 



BOOK NOTICES. 



We have received from the Berkey & GAY Furniture Co. 
a small circular giving the plan of organization of the operating 
department of that establishment. 

Aside from the quite ordinary fault in amateur efforts of a 
frequent change from the first to the third person, there is 
nothing to say of its literary qualities ; and beyond the first 
page there is no criticism called for from the various rules laid 
down for the company and its employees, all of which appear to 
be inspired by a spirit of liberality and kindly feeling. 

Unfortunately, however, the circular opens with a misstate- 
ment so self evident and so needless, indicative, or at least sug- 
gestive, of timidity, that it must strike the intelligent employees 
unfavorably and weaken the force of the very commendable re- 
marks that follow. The company reviews the present business 
situation in a few words, and then goes on to -say that "Capital 
stock is endangered, employee^ disorganized, enterprise crip- 
pled," and concludes with the very remarkable statement, and 
the one to which we take exception, " For this no blame is at- 
tached to any individual or society." 

No year could have opened with greater promise than the 
present, there could have been no better outlook for a prosper- 
ous twelve months than that presented to us in January last, 
and yet the promises have been broken and the prospects have 
been destroyed by the action of these very employees or others, 
under the direction and manipulation of unscrupulous head 
centres and executive committees, who enforced a disastrous idle- 
ness upon the workers and heavy pecuniary loss upon the country. 
The great mass of intelligent workingmen cannot be in sympa- 
thy with such action as they have been compelled to take, they 
prefer labor to laziness, and they must countenance these ex- 
treme views only because they are put forth by administrators 
into whose hands they have given the whole conduct of their 
affairs. So long as they recognize this right to call them from 
their work at any moment, whether it be for or against their 
interest, so long must they be held equally responsible for the 
unfortunate results and they should be treated accordingly. It 
is mortifying to see corporations of such magnitude as The 
Berkey & Gay Co. apologizing to or molifying a body of men 
for faults and errors committed by the men themselves. 

Face to Face (published by Scribners Sons, N. T.), is the 
work of an anonymous author, but well written and fairly inter- 
esting. It is the story of an English girl who enjoys the opinion 
entertained of our country by most of the English people, that 
it is poorly settled, the residents semi-civilized and nothing to 
notice or admire excepting perhaps the occasional English tour- 
ist. Having this altitudinous idea of us, the young lady comes 
. here for a visit; With the common sense that inspired the 
author of "When you are among the Romans," etc., to give his 
bit of capital advice, the young lady determined to act so thor- 
oughly up to her-, conception of the American character as to 
pass for an American herself. This she does and it results in 
many embarrassing situations for her and amusing ones for her 
audience. Introduced into the exclusive and aristocratic society 
of Newport, the ill-bred and rough manners which she assumes 
brings the young Englishwoman into much ridicule, which she 
bears good naturedly and realizing her mistake returns to her 
own natural and refined self. The strife between labor and 
capital is at the foundation of the story and gives it a name. 

The cover, which is a particularly neat and appropriate one, 
was the work of George R. Halm, whose designs are well 
known and so universally, seen on the covers of recent novels 
issued by our largest publishing houses. 

The most pretentious, the most complete and most satisfac- 
tory Cook Book must certainly be Francatelli's Modern 
Cook for 1886, just published by T. B. Peterson & Bros., 
Philadelphia. We say this not from any actual technical knowl- 
edge of the subject, but are influenced by our careful inspection 
of the work, its comparison with others having a similar mission 
and claiming perfection and preeminence in themselves, and still 
more by the opinions of those who know the capabilities of a 
frying pan and a fire from a strictly practical standpoint. 

Francatelli, it seems, received his instruction in culinary 
matters from Careme, who was as proficient in those affairs as it 
is possible for anyone to become. Francatelli graduated into the 
service of Queen Victoria and has pleased the palate of that 
monarch for many years. The natural curiosity to know how a 
queen dines will be sufficient to prompt many persons to purchase 
the book before they consider its other merits, but the outlay 
will be well repaid, for among the 1,480 receipts given there is a 
sufficient variety to keep a house or hotel well furnished with 
the changes and delicacies of the seasons. 

The present reprint (we quote the publishers own notice) is 
from "the twenty-sixth London edition, with large additions to 
it and with Francatelli's instruction for the service of wines, de- 
noting the order in which they should be drank at the dinner 
table, etc., not contained in any previous edition." There are 



600 pages, a number of illustrations and a multitude of good 
things enumerated that it would seem wrong to endeavor to in- 
dicate merely by telling how many pages they occupy. 

Letters of Peppermint •Perejns are supposed to have 
been written by a more or less sensible though rather unsuspici- 
ous young lady, who has a penchant for works of charity and 
watching the movements of her neighbors, drawing from each 
conclusions that are often true to life, though generally upon its 
comical side. In fact the comical side is usually the true side, 
every one has quality that deserve ridicule, very few compara- 
tively have qualities that call for admiration— this at least is 
what we gather from the volume before us. Without having 
any literary aspirings the book is clever, and when one has 
nothing else to do and wishes to laugh it will repay reading. 
(Ticknor & Co., Boston). 

The cultivation of flowers is a pleasing characteristic of Eng- 
lish railway stations. There are some stations— such as Dumfries, 
on the Glasgow and South-Western main line, and Didsbury, on 
the Manchester South District — that owe their prodigal show of 
shrubs and flowers on the platforms to the professional nursery- 
man displaying his horticulture as an advertisement. It is not 
to these elaborate instances that allusion is here made so much 
as to the country-side stations, where the station-master-and his 
man and lad spend their spare time, from the booking-office and 
the lamp-room, in beautifying their platforms with borderings, 
and plants, and flowers. 

And how charming is the result of their recreative efforts to 
travellers in passing trains—what visions of beauty alternate 
between bridge and tunnel and cutting — what pleasant glimpses 
of color! "The speech of flowers excels all flowers of speech," 
and it is heard above the screech of the engine- whistle and the 
noisy rattle of wheels.— Casseli/s Family Magazine. 

Nor in architecture alone, but in sculpture also and in 
painting was the Greek supreme ; his study of form and of posi- 
tion was exhaustive. Words are wasted in insisting on his im- 
measurable superiority to all his predecessors ; we have simply 
to look at the horse's head from the eastern pediment of the 
Parthenon, at the contending Centaurs and Lapiths from its 
western frieze, at the august pageant of the Panathenaic pro- 
cession, or at the metopes from the temple of Theseus, and the 
least and most unregarded figure will make us feel that we have 
never seen horses or men in stone before. There is ho need to 
turn to such incomparable masterpieces as the "Discobolus" of 
Myron, to the majestic, calm and severe beauty in the works of 
Phidias, to the recumbent river-god "Ilissus," or the reclining 
•'Clotho" and "Lachesis."— The Magazine of Art. 

The Midge, a tale of New York life, as seen in the French 
quarter of the city, is H. C. Bunner's latest, and is a creditable 
story, though lacking the strength and dramatic qualities of his 
former volume. / 

The actors in which the reader finds interest, are limited to 
two — a child and her guardian, and these characters .rare drawn 
with a sympathetic correctness that makes them almost life like. 
There are many others introduced, personating the differing 
passions and peculiarities of the world, but ..they: play their part 
merely to the purposes of the principals. -The conclusion of the 
story is not such as every one would wish,' for the wrong man 
marries the best girl, yet this is so Very much H)te.life that no 
reasonable fault "can be found with it aside from 'the' slight jar 
on our feelings. 

The book is published in good shape by Scribners Sons. 

■'We'll ne'er Forget," Song and Chorus is sent us by T. 
B. Harms & Co., N. Y., the publishers. The words are by Mary 
E. Cox and the music by E M. Church. The song is pathetic 
and filled with refined feeling and calculated to become popular. 
We were shown a letter written by a well known vocalist who 
has sung the song for the past two weeks through the suburbs, 
in which it is said that its success was marked and it proved at 
once a favorite with the galleries and the stalls. 

An American Four in Hand in Britain is Andrew Car- 
negie's account of a driving tour through England and Wales 
with a party of bright people, who indulge in witty observations 
and some that are very sensible, as would be natural to a com- 
pany of educated tourists brought together under the very 
agreeable and inspiriting circumstances that evidently surround- 
ed Mr. Carnegie's party. The book is published in convenient 
size and well printed by Scribners Sons. 

The ornamentation of the glass is done partly in connection 
with the exposure in the furnace and partly in the finishing 
shops. But it must not be supposed that a crucible is placed in 
the furnace for each color, from which glass colored for each or- 
nament is to be made. The colors are worked out by means of 
what are called pastes, which are kept on hand in sticks or 
cakes. From pieces of these pastes, previously warmed till they 
are soft, suitable quantities are cut off, laid upon the foundation 
of white or colored glass, and then spread out by drawing or 
blowing.— From "Bohemian Glass," in Popular Science for July. 



